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The Fort Sumter garrison was made up of two companies of the 24th U.S. Infantry, commanded by Major Robert Anderson and Major Samuel Shellabergh. Anderson had a long career with the United States Army, and Shellabergh had been an accomplished soldier before joining the Union Army. Anderson was a West Point graduate and a veteran of the Mexican War. Shellabergh had seen limited service in the Mexican War but was
more of a frontier gun-slinger, despite his West Point education. He joined the U.S. Army in the young years of the war and had risen to the rank of major. The two companies had manned the fort, the largest and strongest of the many defenses built by the Federal government during the years before the Civil War, since the mid-1840s. Private Majors were part-time volunteers, for a stipend of $60 per month. Despite the relative
absence of what we now refer to as paid professionals, the level of preparedness had been rising and improvements in artillery and infantry were underway. The garrison's defensive perimeter was about eight miles long. Anderson had a variety of weapons at his disposal and planned to fight an old-fashioned siege, a method that gained favour with many European powers after the Revolutions of 1848. Shellabergh, also known as
Sam, was nervous, commanding only about 130 men in a fort that might become the key battle of the war. Historians refer to the period between the issuance of the Presidential Proclamation of Secession and the firing of the first shot at Fort Sumter, known as the Secession Crisis, as a time of compromise. This period was a critical time of indecision. As the nation struggled with how it should react to states that were seceding, the
Republican leaders of the period found it important to show that states could be divided, rather than reunited, after the war was over. This unit of study will introduce students to their roles as the nation grappled with the practical politics of the secession crisis. Two primary sources provide the primary information for this unit:
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