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woman will now have to fork out £3,505 if she decides to
get pregnant - however, if she waits until after she is

married she can claim the tax break of £4,070. A 20-year-
old mum-to-be may be up for the challenge - but will she
be able to afford the hefty cost? Even with the generous
maternity pay and employment rights, it is unclear how
much these women will be earning. A new mother may
have to fall back on her parents for child care, essential
household tasks or even living off her partner while she
goes back to work. Figures show that more and more

women are trying to balance their career with
motherhood. It is thought that in the past 10 years, the
proportion of women who are in employment has risen

from 40 to 59 per cent. But in the last three years, those
who took time out to have children have seen their full-
time job numbers shrink, from 50 per cent to around 43.

And at the age of 30 a woman is more likely to be on
maternity leave than on maternity pay. The number of 18

to 24-year-
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