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Photo: JERRY LARA, SFC Sports 1 / 1 Back to Gallery It's "never too late to play this game,"
a baseball expression. But for Beverly Ellis, 55, it has been. Not when she first started, nor
when she retired as a teacher of nearly 30 years. She now lives in Venice Beach, California,

and doubles as a coach for 16-and-under girls softball. For them, she's "Coach Bev," and
she'd love to be thought of as a professional. Yet in high school - you see, this is where

Beverly's story took a bizarre twist. The game's afoot. "Beverly is a former Olympic athlete,
a former national champion, former UCLA NCAA All-American at UCLA -, and professional

basketball player and coach," her friend Dennis Horne, of Indio, said. "But that is only part
of Beverly Ellis." She has also scored several acting roles, written an autobiography and

been featured in two documentaries, the "Los Angeles Sentinel" reports. In the '60s, Horne
said, "She was the tallest girl in the (University of California at Los Angeles) women's
basketball team, the youngest one in the league. She also played basketball in the

Olympics for Yugoslavia." Yes, the same one. Horne, a local columnist and producer of
documentaries, heard "such things from a couple of other people before I actually met

her." Still, Beverly did a bit of acting, in which she worked with the likes of Elvis Presley and
John Wayne, Horne said. And just
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